
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Envisioning Margin” is the name of our 4-week stewardship sermon series, which has been 
designed to invite us to explore the faithful management of our resources in all aspects of our lives. Today’s 
sermon, “Time,” is the second in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
  10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
    5:00 p.m.   Kids for Christ
    5:00 p.m.   Youth
    5:30 p.m.   Growth Groups
    7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

Monday: Columbus Day
    Office and Academy Closed
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
     8:00 p.m.   College Growth Group

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s music 
ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. (The Mission Field has 
been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of the church locally: McMurry University 
(and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Tuesday: 
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday:
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Group
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
     8:30 p.m.  College Growth 
                        Group

October 18: Worshiping with 
Heart and Hands in the Garden

October 31: Trunk or Treat!

November 22: One Less Coat 
Drive and Operation Christmas 
Child Packing Party

This Week: Upcoming Events:

Connections: Jesus Class Informational
    This past year, I have had the opportunity 
to get to know Kenny Price, Joe Day, and Kim 
Coffey, three members of the Jesus People 
Sunday School Class. These are a few of the 
people that I pick up every Sunday morning 
for church. Each of them has shared his or her 
life with me and been extremely formational 
in my spiritual development. I consider all of 
them friends and enjoy our times of laughter 
and storytelling.
       I am excited to announce a new opportunity 

for everyone to interact with these fine folks! We are in the process of building a team of individuals who 
will help pick up our friends who cannot drive to church on their own. This is an opportunity  not only 
to drive the glamorous 15 passenger church van, but to also build relationships with Kenny, Joe, Kim and 
others. There will be an informational meeting in the library at 10:05 a.m. on Sunday, October 25. If you are 
interested in serving or have any questions, contact me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or (210) 849-9122.
                                                                                                                                                                 — Jessica Watson



    The month of October is a busy one for college students. 
McMurry celebrated Homecoming this weekend. Abilene 
Christian and Hardin-Simmons have Homecoming 
coming up in the next two weeks, and mid-term exams 
line course calendars and daily planners throughout the 
month. Students often find themselves overwhelmed, 
exhausted, and sick this time of year. We always hope 
and desire that students experience rest, renewal, and 
community during The Oaks. We can achieve these goals 
tonight as well as have a little fun through a highly esteemed 
symbol of the season of fall: the pumpkin. Take a moment 
and dream about all things pumpkin that make fall such 
a great time of year; allow your imagination to wander. 
Please join us for The Oaks tonight and participate in a 
pumpkin-themed evening to help get you back on track 
for the second half of the semester. It all starts with dinner at 7:30 p.m. in the Patio Room. All are welcome!              
                                                                                                                                                            — Kyle Watson

Open Door: Worshiping with Heart and Hands 
     During the Rummage Sale, I crossed 
paths with my friend Ann, who is shown in 
the photo on the left. Ann is our neighbor. 
She lives near the Open Door Community 
Garden (South 19th + Amarillo), and that 
is where she and I met. She makes the 
best pickled okra! The friendship that she 
and I share grew out the garden, which is 
precisely the purpose of the Open Door. 
That’s why we at Aldersgate spend so 
much time tending to the garden. It is 
quite a bit of work, but it is totally worth 
it! I hope you will take part in that work 
on Sunday, October 18 during Worshiping 
with Heart and Hands as we prepare the 
garden to rest during the winter. The work 

will take place in shifts, with the first shift taking place after Sunday School at 11:30 a.m. and the other 
commencing after a free lunch (of delicious pulled pork sandwiches made by Pastor Steve) after the second 
service ends. You are invited to wear your work clothes to church that day to make the transition to the 
garden even easier. That may seem a bit strange, but we are called to do strange things for the sake of the 
gospel, and our time in the garden will bear some great fruit in our neighborhood. — Amy Wilson Feltz

College Ministry: The Oaks and All Things Pumpkin



Envisioning MARGIN: Time
Ephesians 5:1-21
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Creating Time?

Limitless Opportunities…Limited Time

Dark

Light

gooD, right, true (ephesians 5:9) 

gooD, perfect anD pLeasing (romans 12:3)

Proactively Pleasing the LORD…Making the best use of our time.

___________________________________
Questions for Discernment

           1. The Love Question:  How will this opportunity help God’s love grow in me and give me a greater capacity to 
             love others?

         2. The Intent Question:  Am I indifferent to anything but the will of God relative to this opportunity?

         3. The Soul Question: Does my soul feel consolation or desolation relative to this opportunity?

         4. The Community Question:  What do others whom I trust and know love me say about this opportunity?

Principles of Discernment
         1.

          2. 

Never trifle away time. — John Wesley



Envisioning MARGIN:  Time
Growth Group Questions 

Week 5: October 11-17, 2015
1. What is the best time-saving device you have ever owned?  Please explain.
    

2. What time-saving device gave you great excitement at first but ultimately disappointed 
    you and even wasted your time?  Please explain.

3. Was there anything about this week’s message that drew you to the edge of your seat?

4. What makes it hard for you to be proactive with the spending of your time as opposed 
    to being reactive?  What tempts you to take on too much?

5.  Can you recall a time when you said, “yes” to something good, but the good
    opportunity had a negative impact on something better and more important?  How do 
    you now avoid these things?

        (continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued
6. Read Philippians 1:1-11.  Why do you think prayer, love and discernment are so 
    intertwined?

7. How did the section of the message about the “questions for discernment” strike you?  
    To which question were you really drawn?  Did any question make you nervous or raise 
    more questions for you?  Please explain.

8. Pastor Steve made the point that discernment is very challenging. Why do you think 
    this is the case for you?

9. Read Ephesians 5:19 (See also Colossians 3:15-17.).  How could your Growth Group 
    members practice this with one another?  How could this affect our ability to be good 
    stewards of our time wisely and proactively?



Youth Ministry: Faith, Words, and Actions

Rummage Sale:  Another Successful Year! 
      Thank you to all who participated in the Aldersgate United Methodist 
Women’s Annual Rummage Sale. This was the 47th sale to-date, and it is a 
tradition in which our church takes pride. Whether you helped by donating 
items, unloading sheds, sorting and pricing, cooking, working the sale, 
purchasing, cleaning up, or praying, we appreciate you! Our net proceeds 
to-date are $17,513.26. Thanks be to God!
      Proceeds from the sale go to the Aldersgate mission field and to other 
Aldersgate activities, such as the Boy Scouts, United Methodist Men, United 
States and Central American mission volunteers, children’s scholarships 
and programs, plus our youth and college ministries. Also receiving benefits 
from the sale are Goodwill Industries, Meals on Wheels, the Methodist 
Service Center, the Prison Ministry, and the Noah Project. — the United 
Methodist Women

   Last Sunday night, the youth discussed 
how faith, words and actions all work 
together. This discussion was all anchored 
by James  2:14-17, which paraphrased 
says that faith without works is dead. If 
we say we are Christians, do our words 
and actions reflect that? We also broke 
down a quote from Ghandi that ties these 
three parts of our lives together: Your 
beliefs become your thoughts Your thoughts 
become your words Your words become 
your actions Your actions become your 
habits Your habits become your values Your 
values become your destiny. As an object 
lesson, the students did an activity that required three people to hold hands and a fourth person to try to tag 
a specific one of the three. If any one of the three hand grips broke, the whole team would be out. In many 
ways our faith, words, and actions work in the same way. When we neglect any one of these three things, it 
allows sin a foothold in our lives. 
     Each Sunday night our Youth Group comes together for deep discussion like this as well as a meal, 
worship, and a game/activity. My hope is that each Sunday night, our students leave full of food, full in 
spirit, and closer to each other as brother and sisters of Christ. If you are a youth (grades 6-12), you are 
invited to join us on Sunday nights  from 5-7:30 p.m. I hope to see you there! — Daniel Mathis



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette

Presence                       10.4.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $20,332.27
Received This Month-to-Date = $20,332.27
Received Year-to-Date = $601,368.40
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $36,122.60
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $75,645.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 205
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 195

Total Worship = 400
Sunday School = 170

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-

4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-

5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.



by Pastor Amy
We invite you 
to read Margin: 
Restoring Emotional, 
Physical, Financial, 
and Time Reserves to 
Overloaded Lives by 
Richard Swenson. 
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make a 
note on the Welcome Card, and we will 
order a copy for you. The price is $14. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the World            

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:   
   
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Exodus 19-21
Exodus 22-24
Exodus 25-27
Exodus 28-29
Exodus 30-32
Exodus 33-35
Exodus 36-38

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      

Ephesians 5:1-21
Philippians 1:1-11
Colossians 2:12-17
Deuteronomy 30:11-20
Hebrews 5:7-14
Romans 12:1-3
I John 4:1-6

      At the first 5th Grade Rewards party of the 
year, on Friday, October 2, I met a delightful 
student named Brooke. She enjoyed her 
pizza and especially her Coke, but she really 
was interested in the fact that the people 

who were encouraging her to do well in school and having this 
party were from a church. She told me a bit about her church, and 
then she invited me to attend with her! Sometimes I think we are 
so concerned about what we can and cannot say about God in our 
public schools that we forget that God is already there, working in 
the hearts of young believers like Brooke. 
     Aldersgate’s relationship with Bowie Elementary School serves 
as daily reminder to me of God’s love and grace in this world. This 
partnership grew out of conversations that Pastor Steve and Alayna 
had with the congregation when they invited people to come to their 
home in small groups five years ago to identify and dream about 
God’s work in our community. I am so grateful that you all took 
the time to share and that Pastor Steve and Alayna took the time to 
listen. Our relationship with Bowie is just one example of the fruit 
that has grown out of those conversations, by the grace of God!
     And that’s exactly why I’m so excited about the Vision Huddles 
that are taking place at Aldersgate UMC this fall. These gatherings 
have been designed by the Futuring Team to invite you to share your 
stories, hopes, dreams and the visions God has given you as we all 
continue to pursue God’s good, pleasing and perfect will (Romans 
12:2) together. 
       Your voice and perspective will add something to these gatherings 
that no one else’s can, so thank you for signing up.
     If you have not yet registered, you may do so in one of three easy 
ways: by signing up at the Welcome Center on Sunday morning, 
by accessing the online form at www.aldersgateabilene.org or by 
calling Kathryn Andrews, Church Administrator, at (325) 672-7893. 
     The first two Vision Huddles took place yesterday, and I am looking 
forward to the next eight. God is at work through our willingness 
to talk with and listen to each other, Sisters and Brothers. Young 
Brooke at Bowie is proof of that. I can’t wait to see what God has in 
store for the next five years and beyond at Aldersgate UMC! 


